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Severus to restore the focus to solvency by relieving it of certain
burdens, notably the increased pay now given to the soldiers, but
administratively it was sharply distinguished from the jftscus by
being treated, as its name indicates, as the private property of the
emperor. The procurator in charge of it took rank alongside the
rationalis ofihejiscus, and such was its importance that its institu-
tion was a decided step, in one department, towards identifying
the State with the person of the ruler. And finance was a depart-
ment which impinged everywhere on other fields of administra-
tion. Drawing its revenues from estates in all parts of the empire,
the resprivata gave employment to an army of procurators whose
functions, with those of the fiscal procurators, encroached from
all sides upon the sphere of the senatorial governors.

A more direct encroachment by the imperial civil service is seen
in the enlarged powers given to the Praetorian Prefects, a matter
in which the ambition of Plautianus may have done much to draw
out the policy of the Emperor, The control now exercised by the
Praetorian Prefecture over the Prefecture of the Annona for the
better provisioning of the army was a re-adjustment within the
civil service itself. It was by the extended jurisdiction assigned to it
that the Praetorian Prefecture encroached on the functions of tib$.
senatorial magistrates. The ordinary jury-courts (quaestiones per-
petuae\ which had continued to meet under the praetors or other
senatorial presidents since the Republican period, now ceased to
be held, Since the jurisdiction of the Senate itself was in practice
confined to cases remitted tbuit by the emperor (mostly cases
concerning its own Weftibfers), T^fe^|S^^:^jtirisdiction passed
almost entirely to the imperial t^feil^L To deal with the in-
creased jurisdiction the circuit Withitt which the City Prefect tried
cases as tihte emperor's representative was limited to Rome and
&ne hundred miles Ground, and the rest of Italy was subjected to
the jurisdiction of the^ Praetorian Prefects. Hitherto they had
a^ summary jurisdiction in cases arising out of their
Now they had delegated to them, in civil as
cases, a general jurisdiction which not only
covered Italy> outside the sphere of the City Prefect, but also
lildltded the hearing, vice imperatoris, of appeals from the pro-
t^iic^s; After the death of Plautianus, Severus returned to the
jwaetice of appointing two Praetorian Prefects. The fact that
one of these was the jurist Papinian indicates the new scope of
the office. By this change juristic science was made more directly
tfcan before an instrument of imperial control and justice was
assimilated to castrensis iurisdictio.

